We desire to direct attention to tlie account of four months spent in a provincial hospital, which was commenced in the "Nursing Mirror" last week. These sketches are not only interesting hut practical, and we commend them to the consideration of all who care to gain a good insight into the daily routine of our large hospitals.
The workingmen of London have declared through their representatives that they are determined to get a quid pro quo for the money which they give to the hospitals. Unfortunately, there is amongst them a feeling that the hospital is the place for the workingman, and that he should invariably use it when members of his family or he himself are ill, because he believes the medical aid which he can afford to pay for is not of the best. It may be a remarkable fact, but we believe it to be true, notwithstanding, that the establishment of special hospitals of a certain class has had much to do with this feeling. Some representative working men hold the view that there ought to be a specialist for every disease to which flesh is heir, and that the man who does not seek'out and fit the right specialist to his complaint is, to say the least of it, a noodle. On the other hand, it is the opinion?an opinion, by the way, which is based upon precise knowledge and long experience?of the leaders of the medical profession, that all sensible people do well to entrust themselves when ill to the care of a reputable general practitioner. This is so, because the general practitioner makes it his business out of his wide experience to understand how to apply everything which will tend to make his patients more comfortable, and so to promote their rapid recovery. It is time that the medical profession aroused itself, not only in its own interests, but in the interests of the people, and endeavoured to inculcate a more intelligent feeling amongst the artisan classes in regard to the best methods of treatment. Great as are the advantages of hospital treat-ment, in many instances we believe that the American sentiment, which holds that every man when ill is best at home in his own bed, [is a sound one, and that it will be acted upon wherever possible by the more intelligent members of the community.
